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Idaho Magazine Lesson Plan

Goals/Standards:

•
Goal 5.1: Build an understanding of multiple perspectives and global interdependence.

•
G.5.1.2 Discuss the mutual impact of ideas, issues, and policies among nations, including environmental, economic, and humanitarian.

Unit Objectives:

•
At the completion of this Unit students will be able to:

•
Spell and define the term political scandal.

•
Spell and define the term public opinion.

•
Hypothesize the positive and/or negative effects political scandal can have on public opinion.

•
Identify the following local and national political figures, summarize their well-known scandal, and judge the effect the scandal had on their political career.

1.
Caleb Lyon(Idaho Governor, 1864-1866)

2.
George L. Shoup(Idaho Governor, 1889-1890)

3.
Larry Craig(Senator(ID), 1991-2008)

4.
Richard Nixon(President(US), 1969-1974)

5.
Bill Clinton(President(US), 1993-2001)

6.
George W. Bush(President(US), 2001-2009)

7.
Sarah Palin(Vice-Presidential Candidate(US), 2008)

•
Debate how these results can help or hinder an administration in:

8.
Campaigning

9.
During Term in Office

10.
Defining their Legacy

•
Argue whether or not scandals should determine a politicians effectiveness.

Lesson Objectives:

Day One:

•
At the completion of this Lesson students will be able to:

•
Spell and define the term political scandal.

•
Spell and define the term public opinion.

•
Identify the following local and national political figures, summarize their well-known scandal, and judge the effect the scandal had on their political career.

1.
Caleb Lyon(Idaho Governor, 1864-1866)

2.
George L. Shoup(Idaho Governor, 1889-1890)

•
Hypothesize the positive and/or negative effects political scandal can have on public opinion.

•
Argue whether or not scandals should determine a politicians effectiveness.

Day Two:

•
At the completion of this Lesson students will be able to:

•
Identify the following local and national political figures, summarize their well-known scandal, and judge the effect the scandal had on their political career.

1.
Larry Craig(Senator(ID), 1991-2008)

2.
Richard Nixon(President(US), 1969-1974)

3.
Bill Clinton(President(US), 1993-2001)

4.
George W. Bush(President(US), 2001-2009)

5.
Sarah Palin(Vice-Presidential Candidate(US), 2008)

•
Debate how these results can help or hinder an administration in:

11.
Campaigning

12.
During Term in Office

13.
Defining their Legacy

•
Argue whether or not scandals should determine a politicians effectiveness.

Materials:

Teacher:

•
Computer with digital projector and screen.

•
Teachers Edition of Magruder’s American Government.

•
Political Scandal Montage including video and audio clips from Nixon, Clinton, and Craig Administrations, George W. Bush 2001 Presidential Campaign, and Sarah Palin 2008 Vice-Presidential Campaign.(approximately five(5) minutes).

•
  Idaho Magazine, July 2004(vol. 3, no. 10).

•
Copy of Idaho Governors:  Saints and Scoundrels article for each student

•
Political Scandal in the Court of Public Opinion handout for each student

•
Assorted newspapers and magazines for student use

•
Computers with Internet Access for student use

Students:

•
Blue or Black Ink Pen, no pencils.

•
Classroom copy of Magruder’s American Government.

•
Political Scandal in the Court of Public Opinion Handout

Instruction:

Day One:

•
Anticipatory Set:  Political Scandal Montage including video and audio clips from Nixon, Clinton, and Craig Administrations, George W. Bush 2001 Presidential Campaign, and Sarah Palin 2008 Vice-Presidential Campaign.(approximately five(5) minutes).HOMEMADE

•
Following the video students will be provided with a photocopy of Idaho Governors:  Saints and Scoundrels, from the July 2004 edition of Idaho Magazine(vol. 3, no. 10).

•
In a “popcorn reading”(see following for description) format students will read the article, Idaho Governors:  Saints and Scoundrels, which can be found on pages 12-17 in the hard copy.

•
Popcorn Reading:  Group reading activity in which the entire class participates by volunteering to read alloud.  Only students with their hands raised can be selected.  If there are no volunteers, urge them to participate, if no one volunteers, teacher will read aloud.  Each student should read a minimum of two(2) paragraphs, but no more than four(4).

•
At the completion of the article provide each student with a Political Scandal in the Court of Public Opinion Handout.  At this time advise students they are allowed to work with one(1) other student to use the remainder of class and tomorrow to complete this assignment.  Both students will need to have a completed packet to turn in for assessment.

Day Two:

•
Have students turn over their Political Scandal in the Court of Public Opinion Handout and answer the following question as a journal entry on the backside of the last page.

“Both, Governor Lyon and Governor Shoup, had some aspect of

scandal regarding their relationships with Native Americans in Idaho.

Based on what you learned in yesterday’s article, should behavior 

 like this end their political career?  Do you think their actions helped

 or hurt their political careers?  Why or why not?  If you were in charge 

would they have been punished?  If so, how?  If not, why?”

•
After a few minutes tell the students to get together with their partner and complete the remainder of the handout.  Remind them that this will need to be completed by the start of class tomorrow.

•
Students will have access to their text books, newspapers and magazines, the internet(make sure you are monitoring that they are sharing), and/or any personal knowledge of these scandals they may have.  

•
Prior to the end of class, Remind students that even though they had the opportunity to work together with another classmate, they need to each turn in their own handout for grading.

Practice:

•
This activity has no correct or incorrect responses.  The goal of this assignment is for students to examine some well known political scandals at the local and national levels and theorize the effects these scandals had on the campaign, election, and legacy of politicians who become involved in some form of scandalous activity.

